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Date: December 7, 1961 


To: Mr, H, B, Montague 
Chief Postal Inspector ‘4 
Post Office Department Z Am fA 
Washington 25, D. C.REC- 135 © = / f 
From: . dohn Edgar Hosyle, Director 


# 


Subject: "THE FLOATING BEAR"; 
DIANE DI PRIMA; 
LEROI’ JONES : 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF OBSCENE MATTER 


On August 8, 1961, one 
was taken into custody by FBI Agents on a charge of 
unlawfully fleeing from the State of New Jersey to avoid 


prosecution for armed robbery [aro released on bse 
bond in Laredo, Texas, while awaiting extradition to 


New Jersey. He failed to appear for his_extradition ere 
hearing and his bondsman discovered thatl had 
disappeared with his family, 

During the course of his efforts to trace and 
Locate the bondsman discovered nine pamphlets 
captioned, eg Gear" among personal effects ” p6 
abandoned by] The pamphiets appear to be a b7c 


newsletter pu shed semimonthiy. The editors are 
identified as Diane Di Prima and Leroi Jones and the 
address of “The Floating Bear" is shown as 309 East 
Houston Street, New York 2, New York, 


Some of the publications appear to be obscene 
and several contain derogatory remarks concerning the 
United States Government and Government officials. . + 
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(SEE NOTE ON PAGE 2) 
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Mr. H, B, Hontague 


Enclosed herewith are issues Number 4 through 
Number 12 of “The Floating Bear," which apnear to have 
been sent through the United States mail and, therefore, 
are within the investigative jurisdiction of the i 
Post Office Department, The issues are being forwarded = / 
to you for appropriate action and may he disposed of in 
any manner desired by your office, 


Enclosures (9) 


NOTE: 


Nine issues of "The Float Bear," e containing 
obscenity, obtained by bondsman for in 
[eo Jlagaereat after[___|skipped bond. These issues 
appear to have been mailed from New York City and, therefore, 
forwarded to Post Office Inspector for appropriate action, 


Publication not previously brought to Bureau attention, 
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Examination requested by: FBI, Dallas (62-3099) 
Examination requested: Document 
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Letter 11/7/61 
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“prof 
Examination by: Brittaik Vr 
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Specimens submitted for examination 


Nine newsletters entitled "THE FLOATING BEAR" and further 


described as follows: 


Ql Issue #4 
Q2 Issue #5 
Q3 Issue #6 
Q4 Issue #7 
Qé5 Issue #8 
Qé Issue #9 
Q7 Issue #10 
Q8 Issue #11 
Q9 Issue #12 
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Ls TO, : DIRECTOR, FBI pate: 11/7/62 
ATTENTION: svPt LABORATORY 
Ce sic vaLuts (62-3099) (2JRec 
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/ yk, eens Co bushe 
, NOE. i i Director, 10/9/61, as 
captione a., INFORMATION CON- wy 
CERNING, Bureau File #88-19,172." ‘pe 
On 10/23/61 Mr pie 
ad- t 
a vised 5. IN d. BROWN that he had made bond for 
3 at Laredo, Texas, because of a request by Fi 
Sg of Ft. Worth, 
g20™ ‘Texas. 
2 & 
< 
ue advised that had been at the ot 
ae ' office on 9/25/61 and that was to appear in the bé 
GG\ 1lith District Court at Laredo, Texas on 9/29/61, for bic 
S 3a extradition proceedings. 
S BS 
2 
Gy jointed out that he had broughiL _—_—ids 
ra an F if T y bé 
8 had been staying at BIC 
but had disappeared on 9/27/61. 
advised he had obtained a considerable 
‘ amount of correspon m the residence at 
: rear, here his 
corres: ondenwe"/from es 


DL-62-3099 
stated S orrespondence 
of Be 
b7e 
advised that he had reviewed this 
material an etters and apparentL was the b6 
person who had interceded to get ito obtain bic 
someone to makel_————sd bond. 
stated that is a "beatnik" bé 
poet_and that he believes is some kind of artist bic 
and| has an avid interest in art. 


[__ktatea there was no correspondence re- 
garding any activities of “guerrilla troops" but there were bE 
some notes thatL shad made about a Bereible trip to b7c 
South America. z { 
= (ee ere ret ON wast 


also made available a letter directed to 
American Civil Liberties Union, 156 Fifth b6 
venue, New York, New York, dated_9/7, which was not b7e 
mailed. This letter identified as incarcerated 
in jail at Laredo, Texas, and also stated he had been forcely 


taken from his home by the Mexican Immigration Authorities on 
the request from the FBI, who told them he had ieft bail bond 
and was a Communist and a drug addict. 


laiso made available an envelope addressed 

in care of General Delivery, Vera Cruz, Mexico, 6 
a return address of The Floating Bear, 309 Hast Houston bic 
Street, New York 2, New York. 


This envelope contained issues #4 through #12 of a 
pamphlet captioned "The Floating Bear’, a news letter published 
semi-monthly. The editors were identified as DIANE DI PRIMA 
and LEROL JONES. 


D wa A review of the issues of "The Floating Bear" reveals 
“~-" Hithat part of them are obscene and there are derogatory remarks 

perk in several of them regarding the United States Government and 
1 the FBI. 


The attention of the Laboratory is directed particularly 
to issue 8 and 9 containing obscene writings. 
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DL-62-3099 


It is noted that on the face of "The Floating 
Bear" it is quoted as being copywrited in 1961 by DIANE 
DI PRIHA and LEROI JONES, 


It is not known if the Bureau is aware of"The 
Floating Bear" publication and the material is being forwarded 
to the Laboratory for review and evaluation. 


It is suggested that the enclosed material be 
destroyed if the Bureau is all ready aware of the publication 
"The Floating Bear," 


No need to return any of the material to Dallas 
Office. 


Enclosed for the Laboratory are issues 4 through 
12 of"The Floating Bear”. 


The Dallas Office is not taking any additional 
action and considers this matter closed. 
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Examination requested by: PRE, Ballas (62-3099) Letter 11/7/61 


Examination requested: Document Date received: 44/9/61 


Result of Examination: Examination by: Brittain 


Specimens submitted for examination 


Nine newsletters entitled “THE FLOATING BEAR" and further 
described as follows: 


Ql Issue #4 
Q2 Issue #5 
Q3 Issue #6 


4 Issue #7 
Q5 Issue #8 
Q6 Issue #9 


Q7 Issue #10 
Q8 Issue #11 
Q9 Issue #12 
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